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ABSTRACT: The historical developments of systematic philosophy may be viewed as having passed through a 

number of phases depicted as (a) Greek classical periods; (b) mediaeval phase; (c) modern philosophy, and (d) 

contemporary systematic philosophy. Mediaeval philophy, which essentially a christian philosophy reflects and 

is founded upon Christian philosophy explainable in religious terms and concepts. This forms the subject of this 

article. 
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I. Introduction 
Mediaeval systematic philosophy which is primarily a Christian philosophy is reflective of and is built up from 

Christian religious terms and concepts, constituting the subject of the article. 

 

II. Purpose of the article 
The express purpose of this article is to: (a) define the mediaeval period and (b) give a concise explanation and 

characteristics of mediaeval philosophy as an important historical phase of systematic philosophy. 

 

III. A concise explanation of mediaeval philosophy 
The fundamental questions which seek sound answers involve: 

 What is the mediaeval period? 

 What are the striking characteristics of mediaeval philosophy? 

 Who are the articulate advocates of mediaeval philosophy? 

Possible answers, explanations and examples: 

3.1 Mediaeval philosophy is a Christian philosophy 
Mediaeval philosophy is a Christian philosophy. It reflects and is built up from Christian religious concepts. The 

views of the Greek philosophers are either interpreted in a Christian light or are rejected if incompatible with the 

Christian background. A result is that the Greek idea of a Cosmos is simply discarded in favour of the idea of 

God as the highest reality. 

3.2 The articulate advocates of Christian philosophy 

(a) Augustine (354-430AD) says empiricism is a method that seeks knowledge through positivism. 

Empiricism attempts to discover interrelatedness between sensory impressions. For the empiricist ideas 

begin with sensory experience. By rational induction they are transformed into empirical knowledge. 

Human reason is capable of revealing the truth. 

(b) The concepts of logic reason and faith 

Logic leads man to God, but faith makes it possible for him to make full use of reason. Only God is the 

truth and the light for rational spirit. Reason implements faith, and that knowledge is ultimately faced 

on faith in God. Augustine philosophy is that from the creation onwards changes have taken place and 

will continue to do so until the end of the world. The hereafter is constant and not subject to changes. 

Everything moves towards its ultimate end. 

(c) Saint Thomas of Aquinas (1225-1274 AD) regards philosophy as the study of the nature of ultimate 

reality, and, for him, of a Deity as the first cause. The Deity, as first Cause, to consider every 

phenomenon if one desired an ultimate explanation. 

3.3 God as highest reality and also called creator 

God is the highest reality and, as the final cause of all that exists. He is called the Creator. This implies that the 

world, which is created by God, is an ordained and orderly universe. All that exists is dependent on God and is 

constantly maintained by Him. Human thought is limited because things are accessible only to God’s 

understanding. Man knows reality incompletely: he can know reality in the form of concepts, but ultimate 

reality is hidden from man: 
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3.3.1 Christian philosophy as realism 

The key note of philosophy becomes realism. The Greeks viewed man as a microcosm reflecting the greater 

reality. The Mediaeval philosopher views man as a creation amongst created things. A creature who knows 

reality only views concepts and not by participation in reality. Concepts are images of reality. Reality has a 

structure which is reproducible in our concepts. 

3.3.2 The religious order 

Greek concept of order consist in relations of form. The mediaeval concept of order is a religious order, the aim 

of which is the realization of the will of God. The destiny of the universe is thus the communion of the saints, 

which is attainable only through the grace of God. This involves that man can achieve this goal through 

meditation on holy matters and through leading a moral life. The glory of a man consists in the realization of the 

good, which means to act and think in accordance with the will of God and revered the natural order created by 

God himself. 

IV. Summary and conclusion 
4.1 Summary 

Mediaeval philosophy is basically a Christian philosophy and the realization that God is the highest reality and, 

as the final cause of all that exist. He is called the Creator. This implies that the world, which is created by God, 

is an ordained and orderly universe. All that in existence is entirely dependent on God and is constantly 

maintained by Him. What is supremely important is that human reason and capacity for thought is limited 

because things are accessible only to God’s understanding. Man knows reality incompletely; he can know 

reality in the form of terms and concepts. But ultimate reality is hidden from man. 

 

4.2 Conclusion 

The conclusion is reached that logic leads man to god, but faith makes it possible for him to make full use of the 

light for national spirit.  Reason implements faith and that knowledge is ultimately faced on faith in God. 
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